
Railways in India



INTRODUCTION

• Transport is a system in which passengers and goods 
are carried from one place to another. Development 
of cheap and efficient means of transport is necessary 
for the progress of a large and developing country 
like India.

• India is a vast country with long distances from 
Kashmir in the north to Kanyakumari in the south 
and from Kandla in the west to Kohima in the east.

• A well-knit transport system is essential to bring 
about unity in diversity in the Indian fabric.

• All types of transport including railways, roadways, 
waterways, airways and pipelines are available in 
India.



RAILWAYS

• Railways virtually form the life-line of the country, 
catering to its needs for large scale movement of traffic, 
both freight and passenger, thereby contributing to 
economic growth and also promoting national 
integration.

• Railways constitute the backbone of the surface 
transport system in India.

• At present, India has the second largest railway network 
in Asia and fourth largest in the world after USA, 
Russia and China. But India tops world’s leading 
countries with regards to passenger/ kilometer carried



FACTORS AFFECTING 

RAILWAYS
• 1) Geographical factors. – The North Indian plain with its 

level land, high density of population and rich agriculture 
presents the most favourable conditions for the 
development of railways.

• 2) Economic factors. – Railways develop more in the 
economically feasible areas where the need for railway 
network is felt more.

• 3) Political and Administrative factors. – The British 
administration planned the direction and pattern of the 
railway lines in such a way that they could exploit the 
valuable raw materials of India for the benefit of their 
industries and flood the Indian markets with the finished 
goods from Britain (Source: Khullar, D.R.)



DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN 

RAILWAYS

• 1) The North Indian Plain – This region has a 
dense network of railway from Amritsar to 
Howrah due to agricultural and industrial 
development in the region.

• The area is very much suitable for the 
construction of railway because of its uniform 
surface.

• 2) The Peninsular Plateau – The Peninsular 
plateau has hilly and plateau terrain which hinders 
the construction and development of railways.



• 3) The Himalayan Region – the absence of 

railways is noticeable in the Himalayan 

region, due to its rugged terrain, valley 

topography, lagging behind economy and 

sparse population.

• There are only three rail narrow gauge 

railway lines in the Himalayan region. These 

are Kalka-Shimla, Pathankot-Kangra and 

Siligur-Darjeeling.



• 4) The Coastal Plains – There is a distinct contrast 
in the rail network between eastern coastal plains 
and western coastal plains. The east coastal plain 
is quite wide and allows the construction of 
railways, as a result of which there is a long trunk 
route along the east coast from Kolkata to 
Chennai. 

• The construction of railways is quite difficult in 
the narrow west coastal plain due to the structure 
of Western Ghats and its proximity to the coast.



Zonal Railway Headquarters

1. Central Railway Mumbai CST

2. Eastern Railway Kolkata

3.Northern Railway New Delhi

4. North Eastern Railway Gorakhpur

5. Northeast Frontier Railway Maligaon (Guwahati)

6. Southern Railway Chennai

7. South Central Railway Secunderabad

8. South Eastern Railway Kolkata

9.Western Railway Church Gate, Mumbai

10. East Central Railway Hajipur

11. East Coast Railway Bhubaneshwar

12. North Central Railway Allahabad

13. North Western Railway Jaipur
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Significance of Indian Railways
• Railways provide the cheapest and most convenient mode of 

passenger transport  both for long distance and suburban traffic.

• Railways have played a significant role in development and 
growth of industries.

• Agriculture owes its growth to railways to a great extent. Now 
farmers can sell their agricultural produce to distant places  and 
even sell them in the world market at remunerative prices.

• Railways help in mitigating the sufferings of the people in the 
event of natural calamities like droughts, floods and famines. It 
carries the rescue team and essential elements to the affected 
areas.

• It helps in removing isolation between cities and country side, 
and disseminates innovation and new ideas.

• Railways are suited to long distance journey and provides a 
strong medium of national integration.



Problems of Indian Railways

• 1. Safety

• 2.Cost and revenue problem 

• 3.Slow down in revenue growth

• 4.Social burden

• 5. Geographical constraints


